164             THE GOOD OF KNOWLEDGE

and such a perfect fluid, or whatever you call it, and
such and such motions in it, you do not suppose this
fluid to be real"

" No. It is merely a conception by means of
which we are enabled to give an account of the order
In which certain of our perceptions occur. But it is
very satisfactory to be able to give such an account.*1

" I suppose it must be," I said, " but once more,
could you say more precisely wherein the satisfaction
consists? Is it, perhaps, in the discovery of neces-
sary connections ? "

" No," he said, " we don't admit necessity. We
admit only an order which is, as a matter of fact,
regular."

"You say, for example, that it so happens that
all bodies do move in relation to one another in the
way summed up in the law of gravitation; but that
you see no reason why they should ? "

" Yes."

"But . . /' began Dennis, who had found diffi-
culty all this time in restraining himself.

" One moment!" I pleaded, " let Wilson have his
say." And turning to him I continued: " If, then,
the satisfaction to be derived from scientific activity
does not consist in the discovery of Reality, nor yet
in that of necessary connection, wherein should you
say, does It consist ? Perhaps in the regulating of
expectation ? "

" What do you mean by that ? "

" I mean, that it is painful for us to live in a world
In which we don't know what to expect; It excites
not only our fears and apprehensions, but also a kind
of intellectual disgust And, conversely, it Is a relief